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OFFIGE OF LAWYER DISCIPLINARY cOUNSEL
~ FEB =3 2004

RECEIVED

At a Regular Term of the Supreme Court of Appeals contimied and. '.helc.l_ at |
Charleston, Kanawha County, on the 29" of January, 2004, the following order was made
and entered: -

STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA

Office of Disciplinary Counsel, Petitioner .

"vs.) No. 31099

David S. Harless, a member of The West
Virginia State Bar, Respondent

On a forlﬁér day, to-wit, January 27, 2004,- came the Office of Disciplinary
Counsel, by LaWrencer J. Lewis, its bounsel, and presented fo the Court, pursuant to Rule | .
3.23(a) of the Rules of Lawyer Disciplinary Procec}ure, its petition seeking the immediﬁte
and indefinite administrative suspension of the license to practice law in the State of West
Virginia of the respondent, David S. Harless, a member of The West Virginia State Bar;
requesting that this Court order the respondent to submit to an examination by a quﬁliﬁed
medical expert as desiguﬁted by the Office of Disciplinary Counsel; execute such
appropriate authorizations as are necessary for the release of his medical, psychiatric
and/or psychological records to the examining expert; direct the medical expert to conduct
such examinations, tests | and evaluations that are necessary to determine whether
respondent is suffering any medical, mental or emotional condition which renders him
disabled from continuing the practice of law, and that the ﬁledical €xpert report the

findings to the Office of Disciplinary Counsel, which office shall advise the Court and

| respondent’s counsel of said findings and provide said report under seal to the Court and

to respondent’s counsel; that respondent surrender his West Virginia State Bar membership
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card to the Office of D1s01p11nary Counsel; and requesting that any other complaints ﬁled

_ agalnst the respondent be held in abeyance until further order of the Court.

Upon consideration whereof, the Court is of 0pinion to and doth hereby gran_t s'aid
petition. It is therefore ordered that the respondent’s license to practice law in the State
of West Virginia be_, and it hereby is, suspended, indefinitely.

It is further ordered that the respondent shall submit to an examination by a
quahﬁed medical expert demgnated by the Ofﬁce of Disciplinary Counsel, and execute the _
apprOprlate authorizauons as are necessary for the release of his medical, psych1atr1c
and/or psychological records to the examining expert. The medical expert shall conduct
such examination, tests and evaluations as are necessary to determine whether respondent
is suffering any. medical, mental or emotional condition which renders hlrn disabled from
eontinuing the practice of law, and that the medical expert report the findings to the Office
of Disciplinary Counsel, which office shall advise the Court and respondent’s counsel of

said findings and provide said report under seal to the Court and to respondent’s counsel,

It is further ordered that respondent be, and he hereby is, directed to surrender h.is |
West Virginia State Bar membership card to the Office of Disciplinary Counsel until
further order of the Cou.rt.

Itis further ordered that all disciplinary matters pending against respondent are held

in abeyance until further order of the Court.
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It is fmally ordered that based upon the representation of the OfflCe of Dj SC‘lea.r)-,- k
Counsel that it is not necessary for the appointment of counsel in this matter to protect any" -
client’s interests, no such appointment is made.
Service of a copy of this ordef upon the respondent and the Office of DiS.Cip.liillafy .

Counsel shall const_itute sufficient notice of the contents herein.
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